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Tending the Master’s 

Vineyard 

ST.  MARY & ST . BONIFACE CATHOLIC CHURCHES  

When the Piqua Association of Churches (PAC) decided 

to create an award to honor those who work to promote 

the kingdom of God in Piqua, they chose St. Boniface 
parishioner, Wilma Earls, director of Bethany Center, to 

be the first ever recipient of the “Hero of Faith” award. She learned of the honor on Mon. May 11, at 

the PAC dinner. Her daughters Paula and Debbie surprised her by attending the dinner. When she 
asked what they were doing there, they joked that “Somebody told them that they had a good meal 

there tonight, and they came to eat!” 

PAC President Paul Green said that among the nominees considered for the “Hero of Faith” award 
that they were looking for someone who “highly impacts the city” and that “You can’t go anywhere 

that people don’t know Wilma.” He went on to say that “She has dedicated her life to helping to feed 

the hungry these past 28 years, and she is still fighting for those still downtrodden.” 

Speaking about receiving the honor, Wilma was characteristically humble and gracious saying, “I am 

proud that I did, but I don’t feel that I deserve it.” She acknowledged that many have helped along the 

way, and that God has supplied everything that was needed. 

Wilma’s vocation to help feed the hungry began in 1987 when she and her late dear husband Phil 
would go to downtown Dayton’s Fifth St. location of St. Vincent DePaul, volunteering in the soup 

kitchen there over a period of 11 years. When Dick Steinman, director of the Fifth St. location, met 

with Father Frank Keferl of St. Mary Church, Joan Dunn, the pastoral associate, and Wilma, longtime  
volunteer, to discuss the possibility of opening a soup kitchen in Piqua. Wilma said, “I thought about 

it that night and the next day called Joan Dunn and told her that I would take on the job as the director 

of the soup kitchen.”  

She has seen the soup kitchen evolve from the St. Mary Soup Kitchen established in 1998 and operat-

ing out of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ to its present day South St. School location in 2001   

under the name Bethany Center. “We chose the name Bethany Center because Jesus would dine with 
friends in the city of Bethany.” From day one, Wilma adopted Dick Steinman’s approach of serving 

the people at table rather than using the typical cafeteria style line. She truly looks for Christ in every 

person she serves stating, “It’s taught me a lot about people and the love of people. I love them all.” 

Wilma and her team served 14,000 meals last year. At present, Bethany Center is serving 85-95 meals 

per day and during the summer months, many of them are served to school age children. To                     

accomplish this feat, she depends on her right hand assistant Cathy 
Large, her friend of 40 years. They start early picking up doughnuts at 

Dobo’s, bread at Ulbrich’s, and whatever else might be donated. Wilma 

fondly recalls how she and Phil would pick up leftovers from the Edison 
College Christmas party, and together they would package it up and load 

in the freezer at Bethany Center. Another longtime supporter, “Cappy” 

has done everything from washing dishes and taking out the trash to 

picking up the generous monthly donation of ground beef from El Som-
brero restaurant. Volunteers from several area churches are a great support 

but more are always needed and appreciated. She has noticed that, “Many 

people don’t realize that help with utility bills and maintenance on the  

building are just as important as food donations.” Also, they are always 

looking for volunteers for the cold shelter during the winter months to stay 

the night with the homeless.                   (Continued on Page 11) 
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St. Mary Altar Society  

St. Mary Altar Society had a very enjoyable Combination Dinner in April for the ladies of St. Boniface 

and St. Mary Parishes with entertainment by the Country Strings Music Group.  A Mass was offered on 
Mother's Day for our living and deceased members. We manned the Cake Booth at the Parish Festival in 

June.  Special thanks to all who donated the delicious baked goods and to those who worked in the 

booth.    Our membership drawing for a $40 gift was won by Julia Galbreath.  Some of 

our funds were used this past year for the Window Restoration 
Project, a new vacuum cleaner for the church, ribbons for the liturgical banners and the 

purchase of the purple cloths used to cover the statues during the last 3 weeks of Lent. We 

will be taking a break over the summer months, but meetings will 

resume in the fall. 

St. Boniface/St. Mary Adult Faith Formation Commission (AFF) 
Past activities: 

St. Joseph Table: In honor of the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, May 1, parishioners donated            

nonperishable food items for the Bethany Center food pantry at all Masses on April 26-27. 

Liturgy and Prayer Workshop: A workshop for parishioners in parish Liturgical ministries was held on 

May 9th at the Caserta Center. Presented by Sr. Joyce Zimmerman, the workshop was organized by Jim 

Niswonger as the final project of his Lay Pastoral Ministry Program.    

Pentecost: Red balloons representing tongues of fire and the birth of the Church were used at all the 

Masses, May 23-24.  Parishioners wore nametags with their Confirmation names. 

Future activities:  

Missionary presentation: In conjunction with the Mission Committee, the AFF will host a potluck dinner 

after the 5:00 PM July 4th Mass for Franciscan Fr. Joe Nelson in the  cafeteria of the North Street Campus. 

Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP): Both men and women from our parishes are now in 

formation planning the upcoming Women’s Retreat, October 17-18 and Men’s Retreat 
November 14-15. This is an opportunity for parishioners eighteen and older to deepen 

their personal relationship with Christ and renew the life of our Catholic parishes. Anyone 

with questions may contact Cathy Oda (773-7098) or Julie Tyler (214-1028) for Women, 
Chuck Tyler (937-879-3431) or Joe McKinley (937-778-0024) for Men or Fr. Bolte at the 

parish offices  The Adult Faith Formation  Commission asks for prayers for the continued 

success of CRHP in our parishes. 

Members of the Adult Faith Formation Commission are: 

Jim Niswonger, Nancy Peltier, Chuck Tyler, and Julie 
Tyler representing St. Boniface; Ann Koehl, Barb Kohl, 

Cathy Oda, Gloria Stonerock, Noreen Wendeln and Sr. 

Joan Clare representing St. Mary; and Fr. Bolte. 

Parish Activities 

Beginning in September, Doughnut Sundays will return 

on the first Sundays of the month. Stop by the   

cafeteria after the 9am Mass at St. Mary Church or 

the 10:30am Mass at St. Boniface Church for a 

doughnut and juice/coffee.  Sponsored by the Family 

Life Groups of each parish, Doughnut Sundays are 

hosted by various parish groups. Pictured are               

representatives of RCIA, who hosted in May. 



St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee 
The Mission Committee held a meeting on June 8. Ted and Maruja Gutmann-Gonzales 
were our guests.   They told us about the many projects they are doing in Chile. They 

have walnut trees, honey   production, and many other projects that are possible due to 

your many contributions to the Mission Committee activities.  We are gearing up for 
Father Nelson, who is coming July 4 and 5 for Mission Weekend.  Also, gearing up for 

our annual Rummage Sale on July 11 & 12.  

The prizes for our annual raffle in October are two (2) 
rosaries made from the roses at Father Angelo Caserta's 

70th Ordination Anniversary party and a large, beautiful 

portrait of St. Anthony.  Our Inspiration Booth did very 
well at the St. Mary Festival. Please continue to donate 

religious items to us.  Our Aluminum Can Collection is 

going well.  They can be delivered to Don & Gloria 

Stonerock at 1104 Washington Avenue.  Just put them on 
the front porch, or call 773-2400 to make arrangements 

for pick-up. 

At this time the Mission Committee would like to say “thank you” to 

the Ben Scott, Jr. family for traveling to Dominica June 24—30.  We 

wish them a safe and blessed trip.  They will be working with the peo-

ple of Dominica.   The Mission Committee is very proud of them.   

The Mission Committee is so happy with all the donations it gets for 

the rummage sale, religious items for our Inspiration Booths at both 

festivals, and the monetary donations that are given.    

 

St. Boniface Funeral Luncheon Committee 
A very big thank you to Brenda Karpinski, who has retired after serving as co-organizer of the St. 

Boniface Funeral Luncheon Committee for the past 9 1/2 years.  We are very appreciative for her 

years of service with the luncheons, and all that she continues to do for our parish. Bonne Deck-

nadel is stepping up to take Brenda’s place. Thanks, Bonne.  Also, thanks to all our parishioners 

who faithfully donate food items and to those 

individuals — Dorothy Cyphers, Deb Darner, 

Martha Hemm, Chuck Tyler, Rose Penny, and 

Nancy Jacob, who assist at the luncheons. In 

addition to Brenda, former co-organizers — 

Juanita Ventura and Cindy Huelskamp — have 

offered to help when needed.   

Anyone wishing to have his/her name placed on 

the list for funeral luncheon donations should 

contact the church office at 773-1656 or Rose 

Hemm at 778-8642 or jnrhemm@yahoo.com.  

You will be called on a “rotating” basis for do-

nation of a food item, such as a casserole, salad, 

vegetable, soup, dessert, buns, etc. 
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Parish Activities Continued 

“Serving Up Delicious Chicken Dinners”       

Thanks to chairmen Lance & Trent Karn and Brad 

Ulbrich — and to ALL the workers for a       

successful St. Mary Parish Festival, 2015,                        
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St Boniface Family Life Group 

Easter Egg Hunt:  The annual Easter Egg Hunt/Scramble was held after the 10:30am Mass on Easter 
Sunday in the DSC cafeteria.  Winning prizes for finding the most eggs were:  Pre-K:  (1)  Treavor     

Thomas (2)  Jetson Thomas (3) Meckenzie Shaneyfelt K-3rd Grade:  (1) Ryleigh Werling (2) Aga                 

Polakowski (3) Kailee Rank.  Thanks to Jim Hemm, the emcee. Also, thanks to the following (& their 
families) who helped to distribute the “Jelly Bean Baskets” after the Easter Masses:  Ann Bradl, Mary 

Ellen Buechter, Rachelle Cordonnier, John & Brenda Karpinski, Doug & Dolores Latham, Chuck & 

Nancy Peltier, Chuck Tyler, & Juanita Ventura. 

 

St. Boniface Feast Day Gathering:  The weather was perfect for the annual St. Boniface Feast Day Mass 

and Supper at Fountain Park.  Approximately 50 St. B. & St. M. parishioners were in attendance.   

Door prizes were won by: 

Harry Christy, Rachelle                           
Cordonnier, Wilma Earls, Lilly 

Graham, Marilyn Grob, Cindy 

Huelskamp, Sister Joan Clare, 
Carol Johns, Joan Kelly, Cathy 

Large, Dolores Latham, Mary 

Long, Jane Plank, Kailee & 
Madison Rank, Kevin, Hannah, 

& Grace Ryan, Louise 

Shawler ,  Don & Kurt 

Stonerock, Theresa Tipton, 

Juanita Ventura, & Tina Watts.   

Thanks to Fr. Ang & Fr. Tom 

and to all who helped with the 

Mass and the supper. 

 

Parish Activities Continued 

Fr. Bolte & Sister Mary Alice demonstrate how to do the “German 

Chicken Dance”  — a tradition at the St. B. Feast Day Gathering. 
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Not Goodbye—Just So Long 
Sister Joan Clare Stewart, S.C. 

—Pastoral Associate 

John Popp 
—Religious Ed./Youth Min. Director 

Jennifer Smith 

—Center for Early Learning Director 
Nancy Wagner 

—Fourth Grade Teacher, PCS 

Pictured are attendees at the annual Senior 

Mass/Breakfast—May 18  - sponsored by St. Mary & 

St. Boniface Family Life Groups. Many thanks to the 

helpers:  Gretchen Roeth, Lois Hartings, Susan Haas, 

Rose Hemm, Bill & Ellen Jay, Jim & Connie Stammen, 

Sue Yannucci, Kevin Ryan, and Fr. Bolte. 

Parish Activities Continued 

St. Boniface Cookbook Update:  To date, 655 cookbooks have been sold resulting in a profit of $6,703.50 

(including ads sold and “keep the change” donations).  Anyone still wishing to purchase a cookbook may 

still do so at the parish office or at Readmore’s Hallmark.  There are just a few cookbooks left — less than 

20.  Thanks to all who helped make this a successful fundraiser for our Family Life Group. 

Dear Parishioners,  

My name is Diane Men-

gos, and I look forward to 

serving the communities 

of St. Boniface Church 
and St. Mary Church    

beginning July 1.  I am 

grateful for the faith-filled 
service of John Popp; his 

love of Christ and of the 

young people of Piqua is 
very evident and very admirable.  I am also 

grateful for two dedicated volunteers, 

Rachelle Cordonnier and Marlene Henry, 

 who have given me valuable data and ad-
vice for getting started.  I am married to a 

wonderful husband, Mike Mengos, and we 

have two terrific children, Peter and 
Melissa, who are both college students.  We 

are now registered at the Piqua Parishes.  I 

have served at St. Peter’s Parish in Huber 
Heights as a junior high teacher and at St. 

Patrick Parish in Troy as a Youth Minister.  

My background is in Secondary Education 

(B.S. Miami University) and Theology 
(MA, University of Dayton).  My hope is to 

continue the wonderful ministry happening 

on Wednesday evenings at CCD classes 
and to expand that program.  I am also 

seeking parents willing to serve on a Parent 

Advisory Board for quarterly meetings; 

such a board is needed for both grade 
school youth and teens.  Youth are needed 

to serve on a Youth Council that will shape 

events that are both fun and meaningful for 
all ages.  To volunteer, please contact me at 

the parish office weekdays and I’ll be  

grateful to chat with you.  I would like to 
hear the ideas of all parishioners, so don’t 

hesitate to see me after mass or call me 

anytime! 

Vacation Bible School 

July 13-17 

For More Information, 

Contact the Church Office                                 

or Visit Our Webpage 

piquaparishes.org 

“The coolest week of 
the summer!” 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKb3rNKmlMYCFQePDQodKoYAqA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartbest.co%2Fwe-miss-you-animated-clip-art%2F&ei=OiKAVabyJoeeNqqMgsAK&bvm=bv.96041959,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNG8
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wpcokc.com%2Fvbs&ei=H02EVY-yDMiiNuychbgG&bvm=bv.96042044,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNEB-qEWghGn5SylwHgrfJMhCEJfmA&ust=1434820240553864
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School News—Piqua Catholic School 

Fr. Angelo Caserta Grant $500 Highest Religion Score-Grade 3 Connor Stephenson & Aubri Karn 

Fr. Thomas Grilliot Grant $500 Highest Math Score—Grade 4 Hayden Sever & Haily Tyson 

Larry & Loretta Bolte Grant $1000 Server Dedication—Grade 5 Kyle Pierre & Taylor Cooper 

Kathy Henne Grant $500 Highest Science Score—Grade 6 Nicholas Caldwell & Emily Bornhorst 

Joanne Qualters Grant $1000 Highest Religion Score—Grade 7 Brendan O’Leary & Abby Schutt 

Knights of Columbus Scholarship $1000—Grade 8 Grace Brandt 

Tom Jordan Scholarship $500—Grade 8 Shannon Staley 

Chuck Wagner Scholarship $200—Grade 8 Madison Heffelfinger 

Lehman Alumni Scholarship $750—Grade 8 Grace Brandt 

Fr. Thomas Bolte Grant $500 Highest Religion Score—Grade 8 Ethan Knapke & Kiera Burns 

Michelle Peltier-Theado Award $100 Perfect Attendance Joshua, Seth, & Gabe Knapke,         

Daria Lee, and Evan Trevino 

2015 Scholarship/Tuition Awards:  

School News—Center for Early Learning 
The Center for Early Learning at Piqua Catholic just completed a successful second 

year where our teachers provided a loving, safe, and educational enrichment           

environment for our children.  The teachers have already met this summer to begin 
planning for next year.  They are very excited about the opportunity to partner with 

the preschool teachers from St. Patrick’s School and are eager to build upon the   

foundations that have been set.   

Miss Bridget Berger has been hired as the Lead Prekindergarten Teacher. She is a graduate of Edison 

Community School and is looking forward to starting her career with The Center for Early Learning. Ms. 

Tammy will be returning as the preschool teacher.  We are very blessed to have these amazing ladies 

teaching our youngest learners. 

As many of you may already know, I will no longer be working for Piqua Catholic as the preschool      
director.  It has been an honor to serve the families, and I will greatly miss working with the children, 

staff, and families. The new director, Erin Grant, is very excited to begin and has already taken the        

initiative to step into the role as CFEL Program Director. 

Just a reminder that the preschool is still currently accepting enrollment forms for the upcoming school 

year.  If you are interested in our preschool, please contact us at (937) 773-3876. 

Have a wonderful summer.   God Bless, Jennifer Smith 

Come 
Grow 
With     
Us 

The Center for Early Learning, St. Patrick Troy location, is seeking a quali-

fied candidate to fill a part-time Pre-Kindergarten position.  The mission of 
the Center for Early Learning is to cultivate a love of learning within each 

child in a nurturing, joyful, and Christ-centered environment. Candidates for 
the position please respond with a letter of interest and resume to 

egrant@stpattroy.org.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=k7_vMeCBjOYR6M&tbnid=pk4kV4kTOY8zhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.vokamis.ityp&ei=zEqgU_anAcuiyATlgIGICA&psig=AFQ
mailto:egrant@stpattroy.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorart.com%2Fstore%2Findex.cfm%2FPrefabricated_Shapes_Sign_Words-Words_for_Signs_5_466.htm&ei=MFSIVeukD-XIsATh8L6QDA&bvm=bv.96339352,d.cW


Lehman Catholic High School graduated 47 young men and women.  Ninety-one percent are furthering 
their education at a  two or four year college/university.  The graduates earned nearly $2.2 million dollars 

over their projected four year college experience.  Dr. Jim Rigg, Superintendent of Catholic Schools for 

the Archdiocese of Cincinnati joined graduates, faculty, parents and friends for the 2015 commencement 

exercises. 

Students at Lehman Catholic High School through Teen Leadership Corps completed over 40 service pro-

jects that gave back to the community through time, talent and treasure.  As students reconvene in August, 
please keep them in prayer as they continue to "do good".  If you would like to support a Cavalier's educa-

tion, please contact Missy Bennett at 773-8747 to discuss how you can make difference to a young person 

and their Catholic education. 

August 1 — Annual Lehman Hall of Fame Induction Dinner —This year's inductees 

include Esther Bensmen, long-time and well loved cook of Lehman; William Custen-

border, 1946 graduate of Holy Angels and a positive influence on the merger of Piqua 

Catholic and Holy Angels to Lehman High School in 1970; Sister Dorothy William 
Englert, SC, the first vice principal of Lehman High School and core component of 

women's athletic programs at the school; and Elaine Schweller-Snyder, Lehman Band and Music Director 

for 36 years and dedicated retiree to the school. If you would like to attend the Hall of Fame Induction 
Dinner, please contact Missy Bennett or Jenny Weber at 773-8747 for reservations. 

LHS seniors taking the traditional plunge                                

on their last day of school.  

Family and Friends,  

With great pleasure, I would like to introduce myself as the new director of The Center 

for Early Learning at Piqua Catholic.  Although I am stepping into big shoes, (as     

Jennifer Smith created a remarkable environment for the children, teachers, and fami-
lies), I am thrilled to begin this journey!  I've spent the last three years working as an 

Early Childhood Education teacher in Chicago, Illinois, and have recently returned 

home to Troy, prepared to take on this position.  I am a Lehman High School graduate, 

and I've completed my undergraduate degree at Franciscan University of Steubenville, 
Ohio. Working in Early Childhood Education is my greatest passion because I believe 

that the first few years of a child's life are not only the most precious but also the most imperative to their 

continued learning. My goal is to   maintain a safe, educational, and enjoyable environment for your  

children. I look forward to getting to know you during our successful school year! God Bless, Erin Grant 

School News—Lehman Catholic High School 
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SERVER SCHOOL  
New Students:  Jonathan & 

Tyler Basye, Aiden Burns, 

Matthew Caldwell, Colin 

Cioffi, Wyatt Earhart,    

Matthew Galbreath, Brennan Johns, 

Grace Karr, Owen Landis, James Larger, 

Angelique Maszer, Michael Nelson, AJ 

Newson, Alexis & Hailey Packard,    

Calista & Kai Reese, Hayden Sever, 

Hailey Tyson, & Evan Trevino.   

Instructors are Fr. Bolte, Sister Joan 

Clare, & Judy Lohnes. 
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H e l l o  P i q u a  P a r i s h e s ! 
 

Greetings from Rome! I had the amazing opportunity to study in Rome for the 

first half of the summer. We started out the program with a week long retreat in 

Ars, France where St. John Vianney was the pastor. He is the patron saint of   

pa r ish pr ies t s .  Aft er  the r et r ea t  we went  to Rome. 
 

I am just a little over half way finished with the program. We have seen some 

very beautiful works of art, some amazing churches, and the relics of many great 
and holy Saints. But more so than all of this, we have been blessed with                     

experiencing the true universality of the Church. The Church as centered on 

Christ in the Eucharist, built upon the tombs of St. Peter - our first Pope - and 
witnessed by the many martyrs and Saints of our holy Church.  

 

The program has focused on this universal aspect of the Church and the building of an authentic priestly 

spirituality to support and enhance the participants during their future ministry as priest. I have been  
having a wonderful summer. I have learned a lot and have continued to have my faith strengthened by 

this amazing program. I ask for your prayers for myself, my brother seminarians on this trip, and for all 

priests, especially those of our archdiocese and parish. Know that you are all in my daily prayers.                               

                                                                                                          Peace in Christ, Zach Cecil 

News From Zach 

Bethany Center                                 
BBQ Chicken 

Dinner 
Sunday, August 9 

Dinner includes:                    
1/2 chicken, chips,                     

applesauce,                        
baked beans, roll/butter 

$7.00 
Drive-Thru-Pick-Up:                 

11am to 3pm  
339 South Street 

Tickets are Pre-Sale Only 
and May Be Purchased  at 

the Bethany Center. 

Mission Committee 

**Huge**                      

Rummage Sale 

Saturday, July 11  9am—5:30pm 
Sunday, July 12 7:45am—Noon 

Caserta Activity Center 

*Lunch Stand 

*Baked Goods 

*Complimentary Religious Articles 

Proceeds benefit 
our parishes’      

missionaries in 
Chile & Guatemala 

and our                      
Twinning Project                          

in Dominica 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCP2w54iIlcYCFYaPgAodkDcAYg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cincinnativocations.org%2Fhearing-the-call%2Fmeet-our-current-seminarians%2Fzach-cecil%2F&ei=Y4iAVb3zBIafggSQ
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Baptisms: 

St. B.          
Mia Renee Homan 

Daughter of Joshua & Brittany Waugh (03/22/15)  

Jordan Faler 
Daughter of Steve & Joanne Faler (04/04/15) 

Hailey, Alexis, Nikolai, & William Packard 
Children of Melissa Bollinger (04/04/15) 

Madeline Jade Kemmer 
Daughter of Joseph & Sarah Kemmer (04/12/15 

 

St. M.           Deontae Ramirez (03/15/15) 

Mia Marie Henne (06/14/15) 

 

Weddings:   

St. B. 

Joshua Waugh & Brittany Homan (05/23/15) 

Doug Schutte & Sonya Olszewski (06/06/15) 
Justin Couchot & Angela McBride (06/20/15) 

 

St. M.   
 Stephen Gicale & Dana Bonor (05/23/15) 

Daniel Sands & Sarah Bell (06/20/15) 

 

Deaths:                                
“Our sympathy to the family members of these     

parishioners who have been called to their eternal 

reward.” 

St. B. 

Alice M. (Routson) Julien (03/19/15) 
Betty M. Gerlach (03/28/15) 
Mary (Groff) Nette (04/11/15) 

Connie A. Evans (05/05/15) 

St. M. 
William Hinger  (03/20/15) 

Bernadine A. Alexander (04/18/15) 

Joseph Linus Vagedes (04/23/15) 

Joan E. Sherman (04/29/15) 

Jacqueline E. Lange (05/05/15)                        

Vaughn “Rex” Pitsenbarger (06/06/15)                        

New Members:  “Our parish family welcomes . . .” 

St. M.:  Howard Denmon, Floyd Francis, Alysha 

McDade, Kevin & Katie Roberts, Donna Schlegel, 

Jean Vagedes 

St. B.:  Jonathan & Sommer Basye and children — 

Owen Landis, Jonathan, Tyler, Andres, & Asa 

Basye; Mark & Michelle LeMaster and children — 

Angelique, Garrett, & Eric 

In Retrospect 

Parish Notes 

First Communion:  (May 3, 2015)  Dana Bubp, Emma Caldwell, Bailey Cooper, Jack Earhart, 

Olivia Friend, Spencer Ford, Olivia Friend, Callie Giguere, Miley Heffelfinger, Myah Jefferis, 

Lillian Johns, Kaden Lee, Corynee Lombardo, Abigail Oen, Gabe Peyton, Agnieszka Polakowski, 

Kailee Rank, Adelynn Rich, Catelyn Schieltz, Kennedy Stephenson, Aliana Wissman 

 

 

Thanks, so much, to our contributors:   

Adult Faith Formation: Barb Kohl 

CFEL:  Jennifer Smith, Erin Grant 

LCHS:  Melissa Bennett 

Mission Committee:  Don Stonerock 

Parish Notes/Dates:  Theresa Henderson,                                

Sr. Joan Clare Stewart  

Reason for the Season: Renee Hemm   

Religious Education Office: Diane Mengos              

Sister Joan Clare: Sharon Semanie 

St. Mary Altar Society:  Janet Poling 

 

 

 

We’d love to hear from you — your ideas and            

suggestions.  Also, if you’d like to write                     

or help with production, please contact                                                     

 

Renee Hemm (778-1612                                                    

or rhemm@danhemm.com)  

Rose Hemm (778-8642                                                        

or jnrhemm@yahoo.com)                                                 

Deadline for the Fall Issue  

September 15, 2015  

mailto:rhemm@danhemm.com
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After 39 years as a dedicated educator, Sister Joan Clare Stewart, S.C., of 

Piqua is stepping down from her present role as pastoral associate for St. 
Mary and St. Boniface Catholic Churches effective July 1. As she candidly 

explains it “I’m not retiring to give up. I just can no longer keep up the 

pace.” 

As one of three nuns from the Order of the Sisters of Charity living in Pi-

qua since 1992, Sister Joan Clare has been instrumental in the growth of 

individuals’ faith formation whether it be the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) into the Catholic Church, marriage cases, preparation for 

sacraments, training servers or scheduling Eucharistic ministers or lectors 

for Masses every weekend and holiday. 

Her service as a Sister of Charity—which spans over five decades - has 

been gratifying because it has enabled her to educate and interact with both children and adults alike. “I’ve 

always loved whatever I’m doing at the time,” she smiled, citing as an example the Easter Vigil and inclu-
sion of new church members who are now serving in the choir or perhaps as a lector. “It really does your 

heart good” added the nun whose lifelong mantra has always been “to help bring about the kingdom of God 

here on Earth.” 

Unfortunately, Sister Joan Clare has been confronted with some health issues in recent years and has opted 

to retire. “I’ve always wanted to give 120 percent with whatever I do and I just can’t do it anymore. I use 

Father (Angelo) Caserta as my mentor.” At 96 years of age, the popular Piqua priest serves as her inspira-

tion. 

Reflecting back on her childhood, the former Mary Devine Stewart was born in Detroit, MI; however, she 

and her sister, Patricia, were taken by their mother to relatives in Sauk Rapids, MN. when she was five 

years of age and her father was called to serve as a Navy gunner on a battleship during World War II. Upon 
his return home, the family briefly returned to Detroit where she attended school until seventh grade when 

her father was offered a position in Lima and she subsequently was graduated from Lima Central Catholic 

High School in 1959. 

As she characterized her growing up years, Sister Joan Clare admits “I was kind of a tomboy..enjoyed run-

ning, skating, swimming, camping and climbing trees. From the time I got up in the morning, I’d go swim-

ming at Portage Lake and skip lunch if Mom would allow me so I could stay there all day.” Academically, 
she was a “good student” who loved school and reading. She especially enjoyed artwork and, at Christmas, 

was the happiest when she received paints and sketchbooks wrapped in holiday paper. 

During her teenage years, she was a member of the Lima Central Catholic Thunderette drill team that per-
formed during halftime ceremonies at athletic events. She also discovered being a thespian was among her 

passions. She was cast as a cowgirl in the musical “Annie, Get Your Gun” and played the lead role of Lu-

cia in “Our Lady of Fatima”. Her performance in the “Fatima” play won rave reviews and prompted the 

local Lima theatre group to ask her to join their ranks. 

While most girls aspired to become nurses, secretaries or teachers in the 1950s, Sister Joan Clare felt a call-

ing to enter the convent during her high school years attributing a good religion program and her daily at-

tendance at Mass as factors which led to her decision. Following her graduation in 1959 her “seven year 
journey” began when she entered the postulancy at the Sisters of Charity, Mount St. Joseph Mother House 

in September followed by her novitiate and recitation of her vows in August 1961., She served as a second 

grade teacher at St. Dominic School, Cincinnati, and was graduated from Mount Saint Joseph College in 

1964. Her perpetual vows were made in August 1966. 

Thank you—Sister Joan Clare 



TENDING  THE MASTER’S V INEYARD  

Sister Joan Clare explains she chose joining the Sisters of Charity because they served as her instructors 

at Lima Catholic. “They seemed joyful, were good teachers, and a good fit for me.” At the time she en-

tered the order, there were 52 women with an additional 12 entering the convent in February 1960. When 

asked why so many as compared to nowadays, she reflected “Back then to do anything in life, you were 
able to do more by becoming a nun dedicated to service.” Besides serving in healthcare and education, 

she explained the Sisters of Charity have become a “papal community“ of nearly 400 sisters and have 

expanded their service in areas such as China, South America and Poland. Her religious community, she 

adds, even include physicians and lawyers. 

Since making her vows in 1966 she has served as an elementary teacher in Rossmoyne and Cincinnati, 

earned a master’s degree from Xavier University, was assigned as a principal at St. Mary School, 
Greenville; principal at St. Bridgid, Xenia and took a sabbatical at Sangre de Cristo Center in New Mex-

ico before relocating to Piqua in 1992. She continued working as principal at St. Patrick, Troy, a teacher 

at Piqua Catholic School, completed tribunal training in 2003 and became pastoral associate of both Pi-

qua parishes in 2003, a role she has admirably served since that time. 

She loves to travel, spend time with family including her sister, two brothers who live in Green Bay, WI. 

and Lambertville, MI and their families including grand nephews, gardening with seeds “the way my 

mother did” and deepening her spiritual life by beginning each morning at 6 o’clock with prayer.  

When asked if there’s anything special she’d like to do once she retires, Sister Joan Clare hopes to join 

the parish choir and pursue art lessons. And, yes, parishioners take note. Her “bucket list” also includes 

learning how to water ski. 

A special celebration was held for Sister Joan Clare on Sunday, June 28, at the 9 a.m. Mass at St. Mary 

Church followed by a special get-together for family and parishioners from both St., Mary and St., Boni-

face Churches in the school cafeteria.                                             (Reprinted from the Piqua Daily Call) 

Reason for the Season—Continued from Page 1 

Wilma is deeply touched when former recipients of the 
meals return to volunteer when their circumstances have 

improved in order to give back and show their apprecia-

tion. She said, “On the days that the need is so great, and 
I feel that I’m not getting anywhere, I think about those 

people, especially the young people, returning to help out 

and I know that we are making a difference.” She con-

cludes, “I don’t judge anyone, and I am not a social 

worker. I just serve people a meal and treat them with the dignity and respect that they deserve.” 

The Bethany Center soup kitchen serves lunch Tues.-Thurs. from noon to 1:00 pm. On Friday evenings, 

dinner is served from 5:00-6:00 pm. The clothing bank is open from 10:00 am to noon on Tues. and 

Thurs. as well as on Fri from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. The food bank is open on Wed. and Thurs. from 1:00-3:00 
pm, and can be used once per month. To volunteer or make a donation call the office at (937) 615-9762 

Tues.-Thurs. 

Wilma is up to the challenges she faces every day and credits her stamina and durability at the age of 79 

to her childhood of doing chores on the farm. “I have always had jobs which were physical, but I would-

n’t say that they were hard. I don’t feel that I have had to work that hard.” We can be inspired by 

Wilma’s example and be moved to take action volunteering, donating, and especially praying for all 

those involved with Bethany Center. We can all be proud that Wilma Earls is a shining example of the 

Catholic faith in action.  

Thank you — Sister Joan Clare Continued 
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Upcoming Parish Dates (Watch the bulletin for more information.) 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway 
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July: 

4: Independence Day; Fr. Nelson Carry-In 

after 5pm Mass 

11-12: Mission Committee Rummage Sale 

13-17: Vacation Bible School 

August 

1:    LHS Hall of Fame Induction Dinner 

2:    Happy “62” Birthday, Fr. Bolte 

15:  Feast of the Assumption 

18:  PCS First Day 

31:  CFEL First Day—Pre-School 

September 

1: Labor Day 

6:     Doughnut Sunday 

7: Happy “87th” Birthday,            

Fr. Charles Caserta 
21:   PCS Picture Day 

 

Bingo 

Every Monday         

& Wednesday          

Evening                                                    

at St. Boniface 

BUY SCRIP 

Spring Newsletter Assemblers: 

Marlene Henry 

Rich & Pat Knab 

Doug & Dolores Latham 

Keith & Joyce Thornberry 

THANKS!!!! 

St. Boniface Catholic Church 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1656l fax 773-2665 

Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org 

 Masses:  Saturday, 4pm 

Sunday, 7am and 10:30am 

Parish Council President:                        

Karen Magoteaux 

 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1327; fax 773-2665 

Email:  stmary@piquaparishes.org 

Masses:  Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 9am and noon 

Parish Council President:                 

Jim Stammen 

 

Parish Offices 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Website: piquaparishes.org 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Bolte 

Retired Priests:  Rev. Angelo Caserta 

Rev. Charles Caserta 
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